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MEMORANDUM  

 

TO: Town of Wellesley Zoning Board of Appeals 

CC: Meghan Jop, Executive Director, Town of Wellesley           by e-mail only 

Thomas Harrington, Esq., Town Counsel 

Laura Harbottle, Interim Planning Director, Town of Wellesley 

FROM: Peter Tamm, Esq. 

Chris Clements, Esq. 

DATE: September 23, 2019 

SUBJECT: Hanover Wellesley – 40R Infrastructure Certification 

 

This memorandum serves as an accompaniment to Hanover Company’s (“Hanover”) supplement 

to their previously-submitted application for Site Plan Approval for the construction of a 350-

unit mixed-use residential building, providing for structured parking, limited amenity ground 

floor retail and related improvements (the “Development Project”) pursuant to Wellesley Zoning 

Bylaw Section 14J. Smart Growth Overlay Districts (the “40R Bylaw”). All capitalized terms 

used in this memorandum not otherwise defined herein shall have the meaning as set forth in the 

40R Bylaw. 

 

As part of the 40R Bylaw enactment process, the Town of Wellesley (the “Town”) was required 

to certify to the Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development (“DHCD”) 

that the District will not be overburdened by the build-out of the residential units within the 

District as the infrastructure exists or may be practicably upgraded. The Wellesley Department of 

Public Works and the Municipal Light Plant prepared and submitted the attached letters to 

DHCD on January 24, 2019 (the “Infrastructure Certification”), which outlines the anticipated 

water, sewer, traffic, and electrical needs of approximately 550 new multi-family residential 

units within the District. 

 

A number of infrastructure improvements were identified in the Infrastructure Certification as 

necessary to support the potential full build-out of the residential units permitted in the District. 

Responsibility for these improvements have been codified in the Development Agreement 

entered into by and between the Town and John Hancock Life Insurance Company (U.S.A.) (the 

“Owner”), the owner of Wellesley Office Park, dated April 9, 2019 and previously provided 

under separate cover (the “Development Agreement”). Pursuant to the Development Agreement, 

the Owner is required to implement the infrastructure improvements identified in the 
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Infrastructure Certification prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy for the 

Development Project. Through this process, Hanover and the Owner have ensured to the Town’s 

satisfaction that any extraordinary adverse potential impacts of the Development Project on 

nearby properties will be adequately mitigated. 

 

The infrastructure improvement obligations in the Development Agreement are summarized 

below. 

 

Water and Sewer Improvements 

 

The Owner and Hanover are currently coordinating with the Town and MassDOT to prepare 

plans, obtain necessary permits, and install (1) a new 12” waterline paralleling the existing 12” 

municipal waterline running east-west under Route 95, (2) a replacement sewer pump station on 

the site, and (3) a new 6” force main as a replacement of the existing 4” force main running east-

west under Route 95. 

 

Transportation Improvements 

 

The Owner and Hanover are currently coordinating with the Town and MassDOT to prepare 

plans, obtain necessary permits, and implement a number of traffic safety and operational 

improvements at the William Street/Frontage Road intersection as further outlined in the 

Development Agreement. In addition, the Owner is in the process of preparing the necessary 

plans, studies and documentation required to support a formal 25 Percent Design Submission to 

MassDOT for additional improvements to the William Street/Frontage Road/Route 9 

intersection. 
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